130 East Twenty-second 


Child Welfare League America, Inc. 


Street, New York City 


IX, No. 


May, 1930 


cannot bid the ear still; 
Our bodies feel they be, 
Against with our will. 


Nor less deem that there are Powers 
Which themselves our minds impress; 
That can feed this mind ours 
wise passiveness. 


Think you, ’mid all this mighty sum 
things for ever speaking, 
That nothing itself will come, 


But must still seeking 
* * * 


Expostulation and 


The eye—it cannot choose but see; 


DR. RICHARD CABOT WILL SPEAK 


Wednesday, June 11th, Dr. Richard Cabot will dis- 
cuss the spiritual and ethical values social work with 
children. Prentice Murphy will preside. 

The program the Child Welfare League America 
for the Boston meetings appeared the April BULLETIN 
and will not, therefore, repeated this issue. 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
The First International Congress Mental Hygiene, 
meeting Washington, May 5th 10th, brought to- 
gether representatives some fifty countries ranging 
alphabetically from Argentina Yugoslavia. The sub- 
jects discussed covered equally wide range within the 
general field mental hygiene. 
The presence the foreign delegates gave color and 
distinction the scene. woman from native 
costume and Spanish doctor wearing goatee and 
pince-nez were what real sob-sister would call “the 
cynosure all they strolled through Peacock 
Alley the Willard. Most the foreign women, how- 
ever, were garbed “just about like one dele- 
gate from the middle west expressed it. The men had 
the edge the ladies for distinctive appearance. 
Canes, goatees, mustaches and fancy pipes are effective 
accessories for creating atmosphere. 
The second International Congress will held 
Paris. The date has not been definitely determined. 


LEAGUE LUNCHEON 
the luncheon meeting the League Boston 


INSTITUTION NEWS 


THE PROTESTANT CHILDREN’S HOMES 
TORONTO CLOSE INSTITUTION 

small task bring about the amalgamation 
two long-established institutions, and this was found 
the case when negotiations were started bring to- 
gether the Protestant Orphans’ Home and the Girls’ 
Home Toronto, Canada. fact, these negotiations 
extended over period more than three years. 

first, the plan was unite three child-caring insti- 
tutions, but after many meetings the one caring for 
boys decided against amalgamation. Nothing daunted, 
the remaining two continued. Both these institutions 
had been existence over sixty years, and one can 
easily understand, had many members their boards 
directors who could see reason for change. These 
members, however, were gradually won over the idea 
children. 

This was not accomplished without some concessions 
being made both sides. Committees had 
formed draw new constitution and new by-laws; 
consult with our legal advisers the new charter, 
which was necessary secure from the Government; 
and see that were safeguarded legally, that any 
bequests, gifts, left the parent institutions would 
secured for the new organization. 

Perhaps one the hardest tasks was dropping some 
the old board members, but was thought unwise 
have larger board directors than thirty. Some 
these old members were placed honorary commit- 
tee. The new board was elected ballot, having 
equal number from each the old boards, and the old 
boards were equally represented the new officers. 
One one the difficulties were overcome and finally 
the Protestant Children’s Homes came into existence, 
bringing with from both the parent bodies fine in- 
heritance self-sacrifice and record good work, well 
done. Fortunately the Protestant Orphans’ Home 
building was sold and the Girls’ Home building was 
used residence for our united family. 

soon amalgamation was accomplished policy 
child-placing was begun. This had been carried 


(Continued page column 


a 


ay, 


« 


» 
q 
¥ 
4 
» 
— 
| | 
‘ 
| 4 
i | 
3 
P 
| 


CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE 


AMERICA BULLETIN 


INTERPRETING THEIR JOBS FOSTER 
PARENTS THROUGH GROUP WORK 
Mrs. 
The Children’s Bureau, Canton, Ohio 

scarcely necessary state that group activity 
means substitute for the individual 
method that essential the interpretation their 
jobs foster parents. Organized activity, however, 
may distinct contribution bringing foster 
parents group clearer understanding their re- 
sponsibility the children under their care and the 
community asa whole. hesitate suggest another 
organization club this era which in- 
cludes practically every activity from clubs for the pro- 
motion the Raising Rabbits Leagues for Peace 
and Freedom. 

was only after much deliberation that our Children’s 
Bureau 1925 decided attempt organization 
its foster mothers into what now known the Foster 
Mothers’ Club. 

Many problems the plan organization were dis- 
cernible before the club was formed: 

Foster mothers would certainly not participate 
this activity they felt were attempting edu- 
cate them. Through carefully worded publicity which 
would commend the foster mothers their desire 
study their common problems, the plan should ini- 
tiated the mothers themselves. The foster mothers 
would have feeling that the club was their innovation 
they led the discussion groups and held the offices 
the club. 

The Bureau, though should keep the back- 
ground, must strong guiding force ever alert the 
promotion program which would best serve the fos- 
ter parents their job. 

real value this educational opportunity 
must readily available every foster mother. 
building which convene rather than the foster 
home the meeting place would eliminate expense 
the foster mother who would feel obligated entertain 
the group. Avoidance taxation the form regular 
dues would advisable. 

The Bureau must cognizant the fact that 
foster mothers would question the rates board 
types work which they were asked when they 
learned the varying situations other foster homes. 
The organization must therefore anticipate their think- 
ing and with attitude absolute frankness carefully 
explain the work, policies, economic limitations, etc., 
the agency. 

With these problems mind, the group was organ- 
ized. The offices President, Vice-President, Secre- 

tary and Treasurer were filled the women who were 
doing good piece work foster mothers and who 


had poise and ability represent the Bureau any 
publicity which might result from the group’s activities. 
Meetings were scheduled for the second Wednesday 
each month the Parish House church centrally 
located accessible both city and county foster 
homes. The name, Mothers’ was chosen 
because sounded social enough interesting. 

The general plan the program was outlined in- 

clude some musical numbers brief entertainment, 
speaker and round table discussion with the speaker 
consultant. The problem developing well rounded 
program for year was greatly aided with the advent 
1926 Children, the Magazine for Parents, now called 
the Parents’ Magazine. Foster mothers were encour- 
aged subscribe the magazine reduced rate 
secured the Bureau. The main article each num- 
ber, which was carefully outlined for group discussion 
the writers, was used basis for the discussions. 
Busy speakers were far more willing prepare for 
meeting when they could glance over article dis- 
cussing the subject from the parents’ point view. 
The problems outlined the article were akin 
those the foster parents that they were eager dis- 
cuss them. The magazine also furnished free charge 
attractive folder containing the program for the 
year. Deviations from the regular program were nec- 
essary occasionally give the foster mothers the benefit 
special speakers who might available when 
more timely program than the one offered the 
magazine suggested itself. 

glance over minutes the meetings for the past 
four years, note rather widely varying program, 
not confined entirely the field child training, but 
including the community aspects the foster parents’ 
job. 

sketch the topics believe, tells 
interesting story: 

Foster Home Care Ohio (the first meeting 
the Club) 
Goals for Parents 
What Becomes Foster Children? (the report 
the Bureau’s director the study which 
participated what becomes the foster 
child—made the State Charities Aid 
Association) 
What Malnutrition 
Truth and Falsehood 
Spank Not Spank 
What Tell Children About Sex 
Training Children the Use Money 
Young Mother Considers Religion 
10. Adoptions 


11. The Foster Mother’s Job Community Ser- 
vice 


J 
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Excerpts from the minutes give picture the 
foster mothers’ responses the round table discussion. 
Following are two illustrative problems presented 
one the meetings, which the topic discussed was 
“Three and summary the opinions 
expressed 

“Johnny, years old, could eat very well, except 
when was the table with both parents. Then 
would insist being fed his mother and would 
constantly demand her full attention. Would depriv- 
ing him the privilege eating the family table 
teach him behave 

Mothers were the opinion that the child should not 
deprived eating the table. They felt that the 
mistake was the mother’s letting him demand 
much her attention, but that could trained 
eat the table without being assisted his mother. 


months old, flatly refused one day 
drink her milk, throwing the cup out her mother’s 
hand. What should the mother re-establish the 


The foster mothers felt that method might in- 
troduced make the milk drinking interesting and 
thereby re-establish the routine. 

Some you may recall the Foster Mothers’ meeting 
October, 1927, which members the Ohio Welfare 
Conference were guests. the course the meeting 
the problem arose what tell four year old whose 
grandfather had died, when the child asked, 
has grandfather gone?” shy little foster mother 
ventured, the presence this august group, say 
that she would tell the child that grandfather had gone 
placecalled Heaven. Protests arose rather quickly, 
especially from the professional workers, who main- 
tained that Heaven was condition and not place. 
After much discussion, the matter was referred the 
speaker, Jewish rabbi, who expressed the opinion 
that, four year old, the foster mother’s explanation 
would more comprehensible, but that the parent 
need ever mindful that interpretations must grow 
with the child’s mental growth. 

This incident serves illustrate that when foster 
parents’ ideas expressed are respected they can 
further stimulated and broadened suggestion. 

variation from the discussion meetings, pro- 
gram games which could played with articles 
found every household, such milk bottles, beans, 
rice, etc., were participated the mothers under 
the direction recreation worker who gave them type- 
written sheets instruction for use home. 

Karl Schweinitz’ book, Growing Up, was read 
the foster mothers children’s librarian skilled 
the art reading, exemplify the beauty and frank 
simplicity which should characterize their explanation 
sex children. 


“tie that binds” apparently the Foster Mothers’ 
Club annual Birthday Party, which members the 
Executive Committee and other representa- 
tives the community take the opportunity express 
their congratulations and appreciation the loyalty 
and service the Foster Mother. the occasion 
the Fourth Anniversary December 16th, the mem- 
bers planned evening party that the fathers 
might share the traditional cutting the birthday 
cake. result this experiment, came the request 
from for evening meeting, which occurred 
February 12th. The fathers’ ready participation the 
discussion the subject, Importance Being 
indicated that even though they had not 
attended the club meetings they were quite familiar 
with the program. 

From the Bureau’s experience interpreting their 
jobs Foster Parents through group work over four- 
year period, would say that the Foster Mothers’ 
organization has: 

Clarified the job whole and opened the way for 
more effective case work with the individual parents. 

Centered the attention the foster parents 
best known methods child care and stimulated them 
further study. Foster parents have asked for addi- 
tional reading matter health, behavior problems, etc. 

Encouraged careful study and use the monthly 
letter and educational bulletins sent out the Bureau. 

Created attitude cooperation between the 
foster parents and the staff. Foster parents are rec- 
ognized part the staff and considered co-workers 
the common problems presented the agency and 
the foster parents. 

Developed personalities individual parents 
instilling self-confidence and encouraging pride 
accomplishments. 

conclusion may say that group work only 
effective when the agency recognizes its importance and 
carefully guides through the intricacies organiza- 
tion and program its desired goal, and doing 
recognizes that unique member its staff, from whom 
the agency has much learn—the Foster Mother—of 
whom has been said: 

artist greater than she knows, for her 
motherhood has room enough for other people’s children 
and her patience can wait long enough understand 
someone’s else child. Her imagination even wide 
enough include any child any need. 

yard-stick measure such value. Her 
courage more than courage, for unsung. Her 
spirit more than good will; the child open 


door, new friend and security; the society, its long 
arm service. 


speaks little for herself. Her activity begins with 
the sun and only ends when needs end. For her speak, 
though not need to—she her own reward.” 
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REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS 

The task education guide child into useful 
human relationships, help him become coura- 
geous and independent human being who blends with 
the community which belongs and who approaches 
the three main problems life confidently. The three 
main problems life are: the problem work, the 
problem love and marriage, and the problem hu- 
man fellowship. 

The most suitable and logical place prepare any 
child for the wider responsibilities the communal life 
adults peaceful family. Here the educators have 
real opportunity demonstrate the child without 
moralizing and punishments the need and the natural 
rewards friendly cooperation and the injurious con- 
sequences strife, discord isolation. Such continued 
experience will slowly become the most important edu- 
cation for any child. will take time because child 
right from the start ready for such experience. 


The children have first overcome important 


sonal obstacle which consequence their constant 
comparison their own small selves with full grown. 
adults. Some children under-rate themselves worse: 
than others and therefore need more gradual and more 
careful adjustment group life. These are the sickly 
ones; the pessimistic ones who suffer living 
harmonious and socially economically unsuccessful 
families; and finally, the children whose development 
toward courage and solidarity has been stunted 
training mistakes their elders. Very easily such chil- 
dren become entangled vicious circle discourage- 
ment. First, they cannot compete successfully with 
their comrades; then they lose what confidence was left 
and refuse attempt any competition. their dis- 
couragement grows until they lose all hope ever 
winning appreciation recognition useful endeavors. 
They then become problem children, stupid students, 
delinquents and perverts. 

They all have common that they lost their courage 
live usefully and fight their way out the be- 
wildering chaos their childish errors. they are 


struggling all, they are struggling along wrong road. 
institutions for children deprived the advantages 
normal family life, the most important question is: 
How can these advantages provided? How can the 
human elements and interests family life offered 
the underprivileged children who for one reason 
another have already missed good start and who 
therefore are stumbling along wrong road develop- 
ment—ashamed, belligerent completely resigned 
according the depth their discouragement and 
their own low self-estimation. How can these children 
brought back social usefulness and happiness? 
The answer is, that institutions can render this service 
children, special attention paid personnel and 
training methods. 

Only persons able inspire confidence children 
good example and love can useful. spirit un- 
failing friendship necessary give these children 
the initial encouraging experience their own human 
value. Only such methods discipline should used 
strengthen the children’s sense fellowship, and 
teach them the natural rewards solidarity and the 
logical rules group life. Such spirit friendly fellow- 
ship optimistic and far removed from pessimistic sys- 
tems reward and punishment. 

Punishments are the admission educators that they 
have confidence their art. But the children 
they are interpreted differently. them they are 
simply assertions power. Their idea about God and 
the grown-ups that they are powerful because they 
can punish. girl, eight years old, expressed this 
opinion very nicely, writing theme on: want 
teacher can punish the bad children and send re- 
port cards home.” 

Fear punishment will doubt deter many children 
from misdeeds and even succeed training them 
certain respect for law and order. But what accom- 
plished only surrogate for voluntary cooperation and 
social feeling. This surrogate paid for too dearly. 


child pays the price self confidence, inner 


security and initiative and the adult can never sure 
that the habit which appears controlled institution 
will last when the child left his own resources. The 
gulf between adults and children widened punish- 
ments, while our chief aim should bridge it. 
Scolding, humiliation and actual punishments are 
dangerous another way. They make the child feel 
the need for defenses which finds lies and treach- 
ery. Once deceit and dishonor have been found the 
easiest way, they are not quickly relinquished. 
Punishments the old sense morals and authority 
are not necessary. Let child experience the natural 
consequences his actions that they seem foilow 
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the nature the act and not the arbitrariness the 
educator. Then the does not look like 
the child; and the conflict between him 
and the educator will not seem personal and will not 
rise high pitch followed dejection and depression 
for the child. Voluntary confession request for 
pardon should not demanded, because either may 
drive the child into stubbornness. punishment can- 
not found which can laid the nature the deed, 
better discuss quietly with the child wherein the 
asked. Children break their word easily and forgotten 
promise injures their self esteem. The art preventing 
misdeeds and naughtiness more important than the 
question punishment. Every good educator develops 
method his own. would most interesting 
collect all the possible methods diversion 
suasion which mischief can prevented. 

well remember that there one supreme way 
dealing with naughtiness. Naughtiness the means 
discouraged child gain attention useless acts. 
wants disturbing because the courage 
useful. Ignoring his disturbing habits one way 
tocure them. But the ignoring must convincing, not 
over-emphasized—and must coupled with undis- 
turbed friendship. Another excellent method pre- 
vent conflicts humor—not irony, which the children 
are highly sensitive. good joke may save serious 
situation. 

there has reproof, can well connected 
with bit praise: are otherwise clever, but 
this time you have made Such possibilities 
are innumerable. Educators parent substitutes who 
are fundamentally determined avoid conflicts will 
find cheerful way out many difficulties and punish- 
ments will become increasingly avoidable. 

The problem rewards many ways similar 
the problem punishments. Rewards make the chil- 
dren overrate the person the adult and often they 
tend show good behavior personal favor for 
teacher parent. The best kind reward, which 
every child should receive generously, 
acknowledgment his progress. wise praise 
say: “Today your hands look much cleaner than yes- 
given logical form, not one that appears 
sonal the child. 

system logical rewards and punishments quite 
possible, the punishments consisting withdrawing 
rewards for logical reasons. This the way life deals 
with all us—ourrewards the direction solid- 
arity and appreciation our men. Every adult 
and every child has the same des:re appreciated. 
This part the ancient herd instinct all us. 


ANNOUNCEMENT COTTAGE MOTHERS’ 
INSTITUTE 

With full realization the important réle played 
the Cottage Mother the child-caring institution, the 
New York School Social Work will offer for the first 
time, special four-week Institute planned for this group 
take place from July 24th August inclusive. 

Regular faculty members the School and addi- 
tion leaders the institutional field will participate 
lectures and discussions covering 
topics as: 

Some Causes Dependency and Delinquency 

What Children Come Institutions and 
Why They Come 

Principles Habit Training 

Rewards and Punishments Treatment 

Cooperative Government the Cottage Group 

Some Danger Signals Poor Physical and Mental 
Health 

The Relation Feeblemindedness Conduct 

Are Institution Children 

The Cottage Mother Relation the Institution 
and Relation the Community 

Observation trips institutions and child-caring or- 
ganizations and near New York City will scheduled 
part the course. these trips, ample opportunity 
will given for discussion policies and treatment 
methods employed. 

desired, those who enroll may arrange for resi- 
dence one the leading institutions for children 
near New York City. 

Those interested this Cottage Mothers’ Institute 
are urged communicate with the Registrar the New 
York School Social Work, 105 East 22nd Street, New 
York City, for further particulars. 


TRI-STATE CONFERENCE MEETS CONNIE 
MAXWELL 

Moonlight and roses made charming setting for the 
opening the annual meeting orphanage superin- 
tendents and other institution workers from Georgia, 
South Carolina and North Carolina, which was held 
Connie Maxwell Orphanage, Greenwood, South Caro- 
lina, April and 29. The majority the delegates 
were house guests Connie Maxwell and meals were 
served each day anywhere from 125 150 visitors. 

Seven member agencies the League were repre- 
sented the Conference, namely, Connie Maxwell 
Orphanage, Thornwell Orphanage, Presbyterian Or- 
phanage North Carolina, Mills Home, the South Car- 
olina Children’s Bureau, the North Carolina State Board 
Charities and Public Welfare, Division Child Wel- 
fare, and the Duke Endowment. 
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Mary Irene Atkinson the League staff participated 
the program. 

Three resolutions adopted the conference indicate 
the interest the members improving their own ser- 
vice and stimulating the development better train- 
ing facilities for social service the south. The resolu- 
tions were follows: 

That committee appointed consider ways 
and means whereby short periods intensive training 
workers already employed might secured through 
ambulatory teaching and consultation service, which 
would made available the members the group 
requested. 

That the Tri-State Conference express its interest 
the publication Cottage Mothers’ Manual now 
being prepared the Child Welfare League America, 
and pledge its support the extent purchasing copies 
for the use institutional staffs. 

That the Tri-State Conference urge the University 
North Carolina, some other university that sec- 
tion the country, equip itself provide more in- 
tensive training social service with special emphasis 
upon the particular problems the child welfare field 
which exist the south. 

This year for the first time the Conference tried out 
the plan running three round tables the same time. 
Executive problems, school problems and the place 
the cottage mother the institutional program were 
the topics assigned. Discussions were spirited and 
practical value. 

Dr. George Wilkinson, Greenville, who the pedia- 
trician Thornwell Orphanage, outlined the essentials 
well organized institutional health program and 
then indicated processes which these essentials might 
secured. earlier issue the Bulletin features the 
reorganization the medical service Thornwell under 
Dr. Wilkinson’s leadership. 

spite the multiplicity organizations this 
country, there nothing quite like the Tri-State Con- 
ference. Long before the southern state conferences 
were taking much interest institutional work with 
children, the leaders the southern institutional group 
had initiated the plan getting together once year 
discuss their common problems. 

some ways, sit the meetings Connie 
Maxwell was like sitting with the prophets— prophets 
who the light accumulated experience have the 
courage prophesy that “the best yet 
the care dependent children. 

the final session the president asked whether the 
Negro delegates did not have some word bring the 
Conference. woman from colored institution arose 

and began sing, the theme line her song being 
when trouble shakes After singing sev- 


eral stanzas she expressed her appreciation the help 
the meetings had been her and her three co-workers. 
such standardized world are now living, was 
The delegates gave Connie Maxwell the usual rising 
vote thanks. But the remark made employe 
another orphanage worker who was getting 
ready the meeting sums everything that the 
rising vote could not express: find out, Ma’am, 
that Connie Maxwell sure-enough 
Those who came Connie Maxwell expecting see 
fine buildings were probably disappointed, for some 
the cottages are old and need replaced. But when 
the moon shines through the clump pine trees that 
guard one the houses, and there sound save the 
soft rustle the leaves and all the world rose scented, 
then you know that the real Connie Maxwell has noth- 
ing with buildings. Instead intangible 
spiritual force which Dr. Jamison and his staff have 
somehow created for the purpose serving children. 
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some extent the Protestant Orphans’ Home, but not 
the Girls’ Home. The idea foster homes was 
new one, therefore, part the board and some 
not very welcome one. 

Splendid results soon convinced most the members 
that foster home care could meet the needs many 
children. December 31, 1929, not quite four years 
after the amalgamation took place, our last child was 
placed foster home and the institution closed 
residence. This means the two hundred children who 
now come under the care the Protestant Children’s 
Homes are living families the community. 

Before taking this final step, our Executive Secretary 
visited several cities the United States study the 
methods and report whether the small clearing obser- 
vation Home, the subsidized boarding home would 
better for our work. After hearing her report was 
decided try the latter, feeling that this was not sat- 
isfactory could later open small clearing home. 
Thus far, the subsidized boarding home has been en- 
tirely satisfactory. 


BERTRAND RUSSEL DISCUSSES PARENTS 

“Are Parents Bad for Children” the title 
article Bertrand Russel the May issue The 
Parents’ Magazine. Th* article should helpful 
parents and parent stitutes who are bewildered 
some the recent cussions the parent-child rela- 
tionship psychologists and psychiatrists. For exam- 
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ple, Mr. Russel points out that children will not neces- 
sarily develop Oedipus complex because their parents 
kiss them good night instead merely shaking hands 
with them the Watsonian manner. 

The principal causes parental failure, Mr. 
Russel’s opinion, are lack love for the 
sessive love (this the destructive kind which leads 
all the troubles dealt with the psychoanalysts); over 
stimulation (too many opportunities show off and too 
many movies and passive pleasures); too much repres- 
sion; domestic discord; failure parents inspire 
children with confidence their competence. 
“Often,” says Mr. Russel, “it better the wrong 
thing confidently than the right thing diffidently.” 


REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 

number annual reports and special publications 
have been received during the past month which merit 
special mention. 

Organizations considering new building programs will 
find much value the section the annual report 
the DePelchin Faith Home and Children’s Bureau, 
Houston, Texas, which discusses the reasons for erecting 
new and modern building; and the relation between 
well-planned plant and the care and training the 
children. 

The Children’s Department the Philadelphia Coun- 
cil Social Agencies has issued pamphlet called Brief 
Visits Children’s Agencies which contains the annual 
report the Children’s Department, together with that 
thirteen its members. Six these members belong 
the Child Welfare League America. 

The inclusion the standards for children’s work 
built series meetings held under the direction 
the Children’s Department the Council add mate- 
rially the interest the report. Persons wishing 
get perspective service children Philadelphia 
will find Brief Visits Children’s Agencies much 
value. Copies may secured from the Welfare Fed- 
eration Philadelphia, 311 Juniper Street, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

The Brooklyn Society for the Prevention Cruelty 
Children has completed fifty years service. Its 
fiftieth annual report contains historical résumé 
which emphasizes the changes which half century has 
brought about work with children. 

Which Way, the booklet published the Child Wel- 
fare Division the Public Charities Association 
Pennsylvania (311 Juniper Street, Philadelphia, Pa.), 
marks the second major step building ten-year pro- 
gram for child welfare the commonwealth. sum- 
mary questions raised for discussion next steps 
ten different fields child care was published 1928 
the Association. 


The 1930 report contains the tentative program ap- 
proved the state-wide Child Welfare Committee. 
After further discussion throughout the state, and after 
revision the light suggestions received, the program 
will presented state-wide child welfare confer- 
ence. 

States which are considering reorganizing their social 
and legal machinery the end that children’s rights will 
better safeguarded will find the results the Penn- 
sylvania experiment “in democratic stimu- 
lating document. 

The Bureau Children, Department Welfare, 
Harrisburg, Pa., has recently issued handbook, 
Place Parent, which covers the essentials foster 
family care. The Children’s Bureau Philadelphia, 
the Public Charities Association Pennsylvania and 
the State Department worked together the project, 
which was written Mrs. Blanche Paget the 
Children’s Bureau. 

The re-statement accepted fundamentals and the 
clear-cut presentation steps taken child plac- 
ing and supervision, the job well done, make 
this handbook valuable addition present-day child- 
care literature. 


EXTRA COPIES “SELECTION FOSTER 
HOMES” WANTED 

letter from member agency the League asks 

whether child-caring organizations having more than 

one copy Selection Foster Homes Mary Doran 


Bertha Reynolds will not willing share their 


copies with “their less fortunate associates, the book 
now out print. 

The League’s library contains single copy which 
loaned most the time. members have number 
volumes cached away perhaps they will donate addi- 
tional copies the League library. 


COMING EVENTS 

The Second International Conference Social Work 
will held Frankfort-On-The-Main, Germany, 
June, 1932. 

The Sixth Pan-American Child Congress will held 
Lima, Peru, July and active preparations for 
are being made not only Peru but the other par- 
ticipating Republics. The subjects for discussion are 
grouped under the following heads: 


Medicine IV. Social Welfare 
II. Surgery Legislation 
Hygiene VI. Education 


CHANGES FOR DIRECTORY 
Placing Bureau, State 
Board Health, Columbia, has been succeeded The 
Children’s Bureau. Mrs. Cathcart, supervisor. 
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Vice-President: Miss Maup Cleveland, Ohio. 
Secretary: Miss Hartford, Conn. 
Treasurer: Frost, Detroit, Mich. 


THE CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE 
PARENTHOOD 
Neva 

The Connecticut Conference Parenthood met for 
the third meeting this year the time the Connecti- 
cut State Conference Social Work New Haven 
April 29, 1930. asked Neva Deardorff, formerly 
secretary the Children’s Commission Pennsyl- 
vania, speak the subject legislation affecting 
the illegitimate child. 

The discussion led Miss Deardorff brought out 
that Connecticut had Child Welfare Com- 
mission which went over all the legislation relating 
children, including that bearing illegitimacy. 
That Commission offered some suggestions for re- 
vising the laws relating specifically this subject. 
None these suggestions has been incorporated the 
law date, although they have been offered every 
session the legislature since 1921. However, other 
recommendations fundamental importance the 
improvement the care children unmarried 
parents have been accepted and have been operation 
during this decade. The most important these are 
the act creating State Bureau Child Welfare and 
the act creating Juvenile Court. legislation with 
regard the status these children, however advanced, 
can improve their conditions very much unless good 
judicial and administrative machinery provided see 
that the laws are carried out. 

the main the legislation suggested 1921 conforms 
the recommended act the National Conference 
Commissioners Uniform State Laws. There reason 
think, therefore, that the suggestions now before the 
people Connecticut are about good can 
made. 

the present time illegitimacy cases come before 
magistrates and police courts for preliminary hearings 
and then into higher civil courts for regular 
was brought out that require two hearings regular 
procedure was many respects cruel and unnecessary. 
Juvenile courts were provided for 1921 and consti- 
tute the beginnings socialized legal establishment 
the state. Illegitimacy cases should certainly enjoy the 
benefits deriving from this new legal machinery. 
Similarly these cases should have the benefit syste- 


matic attention from the State Bureau Child Welfare. 
PRINTED 


Among the recommendations made the 1920 Com- 
mission was preamble which set out the purposes 
legislation this subject. these purposes the safe- 
guarding the welfare the child was placed first, 
enforcement obligations the parents came 
and the relief the community from the support 
these children where parents were able assume re- 
sponsibility, was put the third place. 

The selectmen the towns were given strategic 
position with regard the assistance unmarried 
mothers. They were authorized the law offer 
their services unmarried mothers ways 
and and they were also empowered 
advisable the grounds either advancing the child’s 
welfare, establishing its paternity indemnifying the 
town for such expenses may have been incurred. 

The State Bureau Child Welfare was given powers 
similar those given selectmen, which were used 
cooperatively with the local authorities for the further- 
ance the purposes the law. 

The father’s responsibility was defined the law 
covering the obligation for care, main- 
tenance and education child until could law- 
fully employed. 

Provisions governing birth registration, privacy 
records and the hearing the case, the legal pro- 
cedures and the remedies available were all carefully set 
forth. Provision was made for the completion the 
legal action the case the death the father 
the mother, the child. 

Connecticut law does not define the status children 
born marriages deemed void. The proposed 
would legitimate them relation the innocent parent 
and give them the full claims child born out wed- 
lock the other parent. 

seemed the concensus the Conference 
Parenthood that with the start which had been made 
1921 and with the aid the experience and observation 
accumulated the Bureau Child Welfare the 
meantime, that Connecticut good position 
press anew for this obviously humane and proper legis- 
lation. campaign general education, was 
brought out, was great influence tempering the at- 

titude the community toward those involved un- 
married parentage. well known that some com- 
munities the general attitude tends hold parents, 
both men and women, their parental responsibilities. 
The sentiment other communities tends rather 


make young people feel justified shirking them 


means another. There much done yet 

developing throughout the community morality based 

upon responsibility and obligation helpless child 

well upon other consideratiops. 
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